Denehurst Park Improvements
CONSULTATION
As part of the recent decision to establish a cemetery in part of Denehurst Park the council gave a commitment to invest and improve the remainder of the park in consultation with the local community.

This initial period of informal consultation will run for 4 weeks commencing Saturday 5 October 2013 and end  on Saturday 2 November 2013.
The consultation aims to find out from the local community how you would  like to see the park improved and to give you the opportunity to have your say.
In developing the park it is likely that formal planning consultation will also take place at a later date.

You can take part in the consultation a number of ways by:
· Visiting the councils consultation web page and leaving a comment
· Emailing, writing or telephoning the council`s Parks Development Officer.
· Attending the visioning day at Denehurst Park on Saturday 5 October 2013 between 10.00am and 2.00pm.

Details of how to do this are given below.

Visioning Day

A Visioning Day will be held at the park on Saturday 5 October between 10.00am and 2.00pm where you can find out more and let us have YOUR IDEAS about how YOU would like the park to be improved. This is YOUR CHANCE to shape the future of Denehurst Park – you can find out more and how to become involved by coming along  to the Visioning day or by contacting the Parks Development  Maanger,  Ian Trickett at the address below.

The thoughts and ideas generated by this consultation will be used to help decide priorities when considering how the park should be improved.  Hopefully if there is enough interest a Friends group (see below) can be established from the local community to help develop the ideas more fully. 
FUNDING FOR IMPROVEMENTS

What can be achieved will of course be limited to the available budget. All these ideas cost money, but some are more expensive than others.  For example, a good toddlers play area will cost somewhere between £50,000 to £80,000 whereas a dozen large wood sculptures would cost about £12,000 and a flower meadow about £2,000

Work to improve drainage and create new footpaths is likely to be considerable (in excess of £100,000) and will need to be assessed properly to find how much can be done within the money available.

The council has made a commitment to invest a minimum of £300,000 into the park to make improvements.  Additional funding may be available through the Heritage Lottery Funding (HLF) to help restore the heritage features of the park such as the fountain, walls and formal garden areas.  HLF funding is only made available through grants to community groups such as Friends of the park. Any successful application to the HLF for grant funding would be in addition to the funding already made available by the council.

FRIENDS OF THE PARK

The best parks have a Friends group. Quite simply these groups are made up of people from the local community who are interested in improving and looking after the park in co-operation with the local council and parks managers.  
Activities that Friends can be excellent at include;

•
Hosting events and activities to bring parks to life

•
Getting grants that are only accessible to community groups and not statutory bodies such as Councils

•
Doing practical activities to improve the park: gardening clubs, litter pick days etc

•
Getting community groups involved (schools, nursing homes etc)

You can be part of a Friend’s group in many ways:

•
A committee member (Many roles to suite your interest: Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, grant applications, publicity, events, school, wildlife etc)

•
Informal Volunteering (Organising and helping out at events, being part of a gardening club to restore the formal gardens, working with local schools etc)

To find out more about being a Friend of Denehurst Park, either pop along to the Visioning Day, or contact the Parks and Open Spaces Development Manager Ian Trickett at email ian.trickett@rochdale.gov.uk or tel 01706 922073 or by writing to him at  Environmental Management. Green Lane. Heywood. OL10 2DY.

You can also visit the council`s consultation web-site at www.rochdale.gov.uk using the A to Z index to find the consultation page and leave your feedback and ideas.

Ideas for improving the park.
Some suggestions for you to consider are noted below.   
Children’s fixed Play Areas 

The existing play area in the park has recently been improved to provide play facilities for older children. 
Idea: Provide a wider range of children`s play equipment in the park to include a new play area for 2 to 7 year olds separate to the existing older children's play area.
Pedestrian access and pathway network
The park is waterlogged in large areas often making access difficult and unwelcoming.
Idea: Improve access by:

· creating a pathways network around the park. 
· Improving drainage to paths and grassed areas of the park 
Feeling Safe and secure. 
People have told us that they do not always feel safe and secure when visiting the park. There may be a number of reasons for this including concerns about anti-social behaviour, lack of security and dark hidden areas of the park where it is not easy to see or be seen.

Idea: Improve security by installing surveillance cameras.

Idea: Remove, reduce and thin-out overgrown  shrubs and  tree cover to open up views and visibility throughout the park.
Finding your way

The park currently contains no information for visitors to the park and it is not easy to find your way around.

Idea: Include a park interpretation board to enable visitors to find their way around the park and discover its history

Formal garden areas
The formal garden areas including the sunken garden, walls, steps, water fountain and other formal features are in need of restoration to bring them back to a high standard. 

Heritage Lottery Funding (HLF) may be available to help restore the heritage features of the park.  HLF funding is only made available to community groups such as Friends of the park. Any successful application to the HLF for grant funding would be in addition to the funding already made available by the council.  The park does not currently have a friends group.
Idea:Improve the formal garden area and features and re-introduce formal bedding schemes in to the park
Idea: Start Friends group and be active in the restoration and on-going maintenance of the park. 

Other ideas to improve the park include;

Wildlife area 
Idea: Create a flower meadow that is great for wildlife, beautiful to look at, and is used to help drain water from footpaths and areas that pedestrians use.
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A café and visitor facilities
The best parks have a café, toilets and visitor facilities.
Idea; Consider the provision of a park building to provide these facilities.

Community growing project
The park is missing areas that get the community involved and that everyone can feel a part of.

Idea: Introduce informal planting of fruit trees and bushes that encourage the local community to take part in growing and eating healthy foods.

Woodland sculptures
There is a lack of interesting features and points of interest in the park that attract visitors and enhance their time in the park.
Idea: Provide carved woodland sculptures and benches to improve the park environment and create interesting elements to enhance the visitor experience.


FEEDBACK AND COMMENTS FORM.  
YOUR  IDEAS

The ideas noted above are just a few examples of how the park could be improved.  
In the space below we would like to hear your ideas and to help us find out what is important to you by letting us have your `5 top choices`.

MY TOP 5 CHOICES

It is unlikely that every option can be delivered straight away so please think carefully about what you would improve the park the most for you. From the options listed above including your own ideas please let us know your top 5 choices for improving the park?  

Please select 5 from the list below

□ improved fixed play area
□ Better paths access and pathway network
□ Drainage improvements
□ Increase Improved security
□ Finding your way
□ Restoration of Formal garden areas and features
□ Start a Friends Group 

□ Create a Wildlife area
□ Provision of Visitor facilities (café toilets etc.)
□ Community growing project
□ Woodland sculptures
□ My ideas (as described above)

□ What would be your number ONE priority?  (Please indicate by circling one of the above)
You can return this form via the council`s consultation web-site at www.rochdale.gov.uk using the A to Z index to find the consultation page or send it to the Parks and Open Spaces Development Manager Ian Trickett at email ian.trickett@rochdale.gov.uk or by writing to him at  Environmental Management. Green Lane. Heywood. OL10 2DY.

Thank you






Flower meadow at Hopwood Park, Heywood
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My ideas/comments are:





















































I am/am not  (please delete)  interested in becoming a FRIEND of the park. 





Name





Address





Telephone





email








