Conservatftion Area Appraisal: (proposed)

Summary

The need for conservation area ap-
praisals

The Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 im-
poses a duty on local planning au-
thorities to survey and keep under
review their district for areas which
are of special architectural or his-
toric interest, the character of which
it is desirable to preserve or en-
hance. Conservation area apprais-
als are produced in order to estab-
lish the special character of such
areas, to guide development and to
inform  effective = management
plans. This document sets out a sum-
mary of the special interest of the
proposed Falinge Fold Conservation
Area to these ends.

Brief overview of conservation area

Historically part of the Township of
Spotland, the enclave is located ap-
proximately 2 miles NNW of Roch-
dale’s town centre. The architec-
tural and historic interest of the area
is largely a result of its historic devel-

-opment from the 1720's and long-
running association with the influen-
tial ‘Royds of Rochdale’.

The conservation area today

Today, the area is in good condition,
with the large majority of it's buildings
well-conserved and  maintained.
However, incremental change and
larger scale development—if un-
checked—uwill erode the value of the
area over time. The designation of
conservation area status (and com-
plimentary conservation area ap-
praisal) will facilitate the ongoing
conservation of the area as well as
provide valuable support for conser-
vation —based schemes and projects.

It is in the context of these proposals
that this appraisal has been pro-
duced to inform and assess the im-
pact of such proposals upon the des-
ignated heritage asset.
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Summary of Significance

The architectural and historic value of
the proposed Falinge Fold Conservation
Area lies within its distinctive character
as a result of its historic development
from the mid 17th century and later with
the notable mercantile and banking
family, the Royds.

Resultantly, the character of the Con-
servation Area is typified by its (largely)
17th and 18th century domestic archi-
tecture along the old road, distinctive
natural and townscape features, mate-
riality and setting. The strong association
of the settlement with the influential
Royds family in parficular lends signifi-
cant architectural and historic interest
to the proposed conservation area.

The special interest of the proposed
conservation area can be summarised
as follows;

o Well surviving 17th-19th cenfury
domestic architecture formed
within a small, hamlet fownscape

o Strong associations with influential
Royds Family
o The close historic and spatial rela-

tionship between the residences
of the village, it's distinctive fown-
scape elements and the wider
setting

. Distinctive local architectural de-
tail - such as hood mould stone
detailing, Jacobean Style win-
dows, stone slab walling and
decorative brick detailing.
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Proposed conservation area boundary

Conservation Area

Proposed Conservation Area
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Building of Local Interest, Grade 2 §

| I suosiantial Contribution \
I /gt Contribution

- - Negative Contribution

The boundary of the proposed Fal-
inge Fold Conservation Area has
been established through analysis of
its historic development, significance
and architectural value. For this rea-
son, the proposed conservation
area boundary incorporates the lin-
ear form of

industrial and Arts & Crafts style archi-
tecture as well as the site of the origi-
nal Church of St Mary’s and farms
which were a key part of its develop-
ment. Where the architectural and
historic interest outlined on the pre-
ceding page weakens, the bound-
ary has been drawn.
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Townscape Analysis—Buildings, Structures and Features
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