	CONSULTATION ON 

SCHOOL ADMISSIONS ARRANGEMENTS  SEPTEMBER 2015
To: Headteachers and Governing Bodies all maintained schools in Rochdale Borough; Diocesan Authorities; and neighbouring Local Authorities.
                                                         19th December 2013
	[image: image1.jpg]ROCHDALE

METROPOLITAN BOROUGH

COUNCIL




Early Help & Schools,
Rochdale MBC,
Floor 4,

Number One Riverside,

Smith Street,

ROCHDALE,

OL16 1XU.


INTRODUCTION

1. This report covers consultation on:

· Admission Polices for 2015-16; and 
· Planned Admission Numbers 2015-16.

This Consultation is undertaken between Thursday 19th December 2013 and Wednesday 12th February 2014. Governing Bodies and interested parties are invited to consider the proposed arrangements and to submit any comments by 12th February 2013. A copy of this report can be found on the Rochdale Council website.
No changes are proposed for the co-ordinated scheme or the within-year transfer policies.
CONSULTATION ON ADMISSION POLICIES FOR COMMUNITY AND VOLUNTARY CONTROLLED SCHOOLS

2. For Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools, the proposal is to continue with the current policy subject to: 

· a clarification that the children of returning armed forces families and crown servants can be allocated  a school place in advance of their return to the Borough, even if there is uncertainty about the future address.
3. The wording of the school Admissions Code (paragraph 2.8) refers specifically to the posting of families to an area, and does not refer to children of families moving to an area at the end of their service. Rochdale local authority area does not have service bases- so the incidence of postings to the area is rare. In order to remove disadvantage for returning armed services families, the proposal is to extend the provision to include the children of UK armed services and crown servants returning to the area at the end of their service.  This means that the Local Authority can allocate a school place with an accommodation or unconfirmed address, even where the child is not in the UK, and hold that place until the family arrive in the area. Usually this would be the start of the following term but could be longer in particular circumstances.

4. This proposal is consistent with the Armed Forces Covenant, and is not contrary to the school Admissions Code. The revised draft is attached as Appendix ONE. 
5. For all admission authorities, admission arrangements must formally be determined by 15 April 2013. The Local Authority must publish the determined admission arrangements on it’s website by 1st May 2013.

PLANNED ADMISSION NUMBERS 2014-15
6. Planned Admission Numbers (PAN) are based on the Net Capacity measurement of the school, and indicate the number of pupils that can be accommodated.  The PAN should not be less than the Net Capacity- other than in special cases but it is possible to admit more (i.e. overcrowding by exceeding the PAN).  In the event that a school/admission authority wishes to publish a PAN lower than the Net Capacity, there is a requirement for public consultation on such a proposal each year. 

7. The current Net Capacity measurements and Planned Admission Numbers for 2014-15 for each school are set in Appendix TWO. The Net Capacity measurements should be kept up to date- because modifications to school premises and changes of use can affect the calculation. The Local Authority is updating a number of these assessments in both primary and secondary schools. 
8. Governing bodies of community and voluntary controlled schools are asked to note the current Planned Admission Number (PAN) and the proposed PAN for September 2015 and to indicate whether they wish to increase the PAN for 2015. Note: for Primary Schools this is subject to consultation in the spring term on the need for extra Reception Class Places from September 2014. 
SUMMARY OF ACTIONS
9. Any person may make comment on the proposed arrangements set out in this consultation paper. Any comments should be sent to robert.aspinall@rochdale.gov.uk by 12th February 2014.

10. Governing Bodies of Community and Voluntary Controlled schools are asked to:

(i) indicate their views on the proposed clarification to the Admission policy to allow the allocation of a school place to the children of returning armed forces and crown servants families in advance of their return to the UK or the area; and

(ii) Indicate whether they wish to request a higher Planned Admission Number for September 2015, taking account of the Net Capacity of the school.
Chris Swift

School Organisation and Development Manager,   

Support For Learning Service

19th December 2013
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INTRODUCTON

1. The Local Authority is required to determine the ‘relevant area’ for admissions.  As with previous years, it is proposed that the relevant area will be the area covered by the Borough itself.

2. Schools are reminded that in all cases, places will be allocated in line with this policy.  For casual admissions, where a year group is not up to the Planned Admission Number (PAN), pupils will be admitted. 

3. Every attempt will be made to meet parents’ first preferences.  Where that is not possible, a place will be allocated at the highest ranked school possible.  

CHILDREN WITH STATEMENTS OF SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

4. Where pupils have a statement of Special Educational Needs that names a specific school, the Local Authority has a statutory duty to admit those pupils. This means that children with such a Statement of Special Educational Needs will be allocated a place before any other places are allocated.

CRITERIA FOR THE ALLOCATION OF PLACES

5. The policy of Rochdale LA is to admit pupils, on demand, up to a school’s Published Admission Number. Where there are more applications for a school than there are places available, places will be allocated giving priority to pupils in the following order:

(i) Children in care to a Local Authority (Looked After Children):

Children who are in public care ( “Looked After” children as defined by section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989), or children who were previously looked after but ceased to be so because they became adopted or became subject to a residence or special guardianship order.

(ii) Children with exceptional medical needs  or  exceptional welfare considerations which are directly relevant to the school concerned:
Exceptional medical needs must be supported at the time of application by a letter from a GP, hospital consultant or other medical professional indicating how a pupil’s medical condition relates to the school preference. On receipt of the medical certificates/letters the case will be referred to the Service Director for consideration. You should note that providing evidence does not automatically mean that a place will be allocated under this priority.

Exceptional welfare considerations ( such as children at risk) must be supported  at the time of the application by a letter from a supporting agency (e.g. Social Worker, Family Support Worker, Education Welfare Officer) indicating how the circumstances relate to the school preference. On receipt of such a letter and evidence the case will be referred to the Service Director for consideration. You should note that providing evidence does not automatically mean that a place will be allocated under this priority.

This criteria will consider issues relevant to the child and/or the family in line with the Equalities Act 2010. If exceptional medical or exceptional welfare grounds are claimed after the allocation procedure has been completed, it might not be possible to allocate a place under this priority.

(iii) Children with an older sibling attending the school at the time of admission.

A sibling is defined as a brother or sister, step-brother or step-sister, and half- brother  or half sister. A sibling must be living at the same address and not be a cousin or other relative. You may only claim this priority if your child has an older sibling who will be in attendance at the school in September 2013. 
(iv) For Voluntary Controlled schools only- evidence of Church affiliation for children who have strong Church connections:

In the case of Voluntary Controlled C of E Primary schools, priority can be claimed on religious grounds if evidence is provided to show that the family and the child are active worshipping members at the church to which the school is affiliated. Active worshipping members of the church will be those who worship at least once a month over a period of a year prior to the closing date for applications. This should be in the form of a supporting letter from the Minister of the parent’s church submitted at the time of the application.

Note: Should the number of children falling into the first three categories above exceed the Published Admission Number, Category (v) will be used as a tie-breaker.

(v) Proximity and ease of Access - where you live.

Once places have been allocated using criteria (i), (ii), and (iii), any remaining places are allocated on the basis of relative proximity and ease of access to the school but also other schools nearby.

Distance will be determined by measuring the shortest, suitable walking distance to the preferred school and deducting the shortest suitable walking distance to the nearest or next nearest alternative school. This figure will give the difference in distance that one child would have to travel compared to another, and so establish a priority ranking. This will mean that those living furthest from an alternative school will have priority for their nearest school. The nearest/next nearest school will include all community, voluntary controlled, foundation and academy schools whether in the Borough or not. 

In the event of a tie break situation, priority will be given to the child who has the longer journey to the nearest/next nearest school. If after this it is still not possible to decide on who should be offered the place then any final place will be decided by the drawing of lots.

It should be noted that in looking at ease of access bus routes are not used. Nationally, the suitable walking distance for primary age children up to 8 is up to 2 miles and for children over 8 it is up to 3 miles, with the assumption that the journey can be undertaken on foot, accompanied as necessary. Walking routes are deemed to be along recognised lit, paved routes which, in general, are overlooked by houses and as such are likely to be relatively safe to walk. Unlit, unmade-up shortcuts are not taken into account in calculating walking distances, even if they are public rights of way.

Walking distances are measured using a computerised mapping system which uses the Ordnance Survey integrated network to measure from the centre point of the child’s home to the main gate of the school applied to, and to the nearest/next nearest school. In the event of a tie-break within a block of flats, those living furthest from the communal entrance will be given priority.

6. Allocation of places to Twins 

Where a single place remains at a school and the application being considered is for twins or children from multiple births or same year group siblings the Local Authority will allocate above the Published Admission Number to accommodate each child.

7. Children of UK Service Personnel 

Families of UK service personnel are subject to frequent movement within the UK and from abroad, often at relatively short notice. A school place can be allocated in advance of the confirmed posting, even if there is uncertainty about the exact future address. Infant age children admitted outside the normal on round are excepted pupils under the infant class size regulations.

For the children of armed forces families and crown servants returning to the UK or the Rochdale Metropolitan Borough at the end of their service, a school place can be allocated in advance of their return, even if there is uncertainty about the exact future address and the child is not yet in the UK. The place can be held open until the family arrive in the UK or return to the area, and usually until the start of the following term, but could be longer in particular circumstances.
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COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOLS

	SCHOOL
	Net Capacity 2013
	Indicated Admission Number
	Published Admission Number 2014
	Proposed Admission Number 2015
	Notes/Comments

	Alkrington
	420
	60
	60
	60
	

	Ashfield Valley
	207
	29
	30
	30
	

	Belfield
	315
	45
	45
	45
	

	Boarshaw
	240
	30
	30
	60
	* 30  extra places temporarily in each of 2014,2015 and 2016 IAN adjusted to allow for temporary increase in numbers 

	Bowlee Park
	630
	81
	90
	90
	

	Brimrod
	180
	25
	30
	30
	

	Broadfield
	420
	60
	60
	60
	

	Caldershaw
	210
	30
	30
	30
	

	Castleton
	210
	30
	30
	30
	

	Deeplish
	419
	60
	60
	60
	

	Elm Wood
	406
	58
	60
	60
	

	Greenbank
	420
	60
	60
	60
	

	Hamer
	315
	45
	45
	45
	

	Harwood Park
	420
	45
	45
	60
	

	Heap Bridge
	175
	24
	25
	25
	

	Heybrook
	570
	81
	90
	90
	

	Hollin
	240
	30
	30
	60
	* 30  extra places temporarily in 2014,2015 and 2016

IAN adjusted to allow for temporary increase in numbers

	Hopwood
	338
	44
	45
	60
	* subject to feasibility of additional places
IAN adjusted to allow for temporary increase in numbers

	Kentmere
	315
	45
	45
	45
	

	Littleborough
	420
	59
	60
	60
	

	Lowerplace
	510
	60
	60
	60
	*  IAN Adjusted to allow for temporary increase in numbers

	Marland Hill
	418
	59
	60
	60
	

	Meanwood
	420
	60
	60
	60
	

	Moorhouse
	210
	30
	30
	30
	

	Newhey
	183
	26
	30
	45
	* 15  extra places temporarily in 2014,2015 and 2016

Additional accommodation to be provided

	Norden
	420
	60
	60
	60
	

	Parkfield
	210
	30
	30
	30
	

	Sandbrook
	480
	60
	90
	90
	*  IAN Adjusted to allow for temporary increase in numbers

	Shawclough
	420
	60
	60
	60
	

	Spotland 
	420
	60
	60
	60
	

	Whittaker Moss
	329
	35
	45
	45
	*  IAN Adjusted to allow for temporary increase in numbers

	Woodland
	459
	60
	60
	60
	*  IAN Adjusted to allow for temporary increase in numbers


Voluntary Controlled Primary Schools

	SCHOOL
	Net Capacity 2013
	Indicated Admission Number
	Published Admission Number 2014
	Proposed Admission Number 2015
	Notes/Comments

	All Souls’ CE
	204
	29
	30
	30
	

	Little Heaton CE
	210
	29
	30
	30
	

	St.Andrew’s CE
	210
	30
	30
	45
	* subject to approval of statutory proposals
Additional accommodation to be provided at the school

	St.Edward’s CE
	362
	51
	52
	52
	

	St.Gabriel’s CE
	210
	30
	30
	30
	

	St.Luke’s CE
	210
	30
	30
	30
	

	St.Mary’s CE
	204
	29
	30
	30
	

	St.Peter’s CE
	406
	60
	60
	60
	

	Stansfield Hall CE/Free Church
	140
	20
	20
	20
	


COMMUNITY SECONDARY SCHOOLS

	SCHOOL
	Published Admission Number 2014
	Proposed Admission Number 2015
	Notes/Comments



	Falinge Park 

	240
	240
	Net Capacity Assessments for all community secondary schools are to be undertaken following completion of building works under BSF.
A review of the need for additional secondary school places will be undertaken in 2014.



	Matthew Moss

	180
	180
	

	Middleton Technology School

	270
	270
	

	Oulder Hill

	300
	300
	

	Siddal Moor

	210
	210
	


BSF= Building Schools for the Future
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